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Humour, Play and Games 

PROGRAM 

String Quartet Op. 20 No. 4 

I. Allegro di molto 

II. Un poco adagio affettuoso 

III. Allegretto alia zingarese 

IV. Presto scherzando 

Cecilia String Quartet 
Min-Jeong Koh, violin 
Sarah Nematallah, violin 
Caitlin Boyle, viola 
Rachel Desoer, cello 


Joseph Haydn 


Charles Ives 

(1874-1954) 

Gryphon Trio 

Annalee Patipatanakoon, violin 
Roman Borys, cello 
Jamie Parker, piano 


Piano Trio in C major, Hob XV:27 

iii) Presto 

Piano Trio (Yalensia and Americana) 

ii) TSIAJ (This Scherzo is a Joke) Presto 


Presented as part of “On a Lighter Note: The Musical Performance of Humour,” organized in conjunction 
with the Jackman Humanities Institute and co-sponsored by the Faculty of Music and JHI’s Program for 

the Arts. 

### 

Next on Thursdays at Noon 

October 16, 2014 

The TorQ Percussion Ensemble, celebrating their tenth anniversary, will present two of their earliest and most 
favourite pieces, along with the debut of a new TorQ original. “If a tree falls...” Awakening Fire (Standford) and 
The Elements Suite (Burrows/ Morphy) show a glimpse into the beginnings of the ensemble and display their 
unique voice and character as it has developed over the last decade. 


The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generous support of our presenting sponsors. 


un Manulife Financial 


mbna 


ID 



Biographies 


The Cecilia String Quartet continue to win praise following 
their 2010 First Prize at the Banff International String Quartet 
Competition (BISQC). “The balance between expressiveness and 
interplay was almost dauntingly perfect," wrote the Berliner Zeitung 
after a performance in the Konzerthaus Berlin. European tours 
have taken the four Toronto-based Canadian musicians to the 
Concertgebouw Kleine Zaal (Amsterdam), Beethoven-Haus (Bonn), 
Wigmore Hall (London), and venues in Italy and Belgium. 

The Cecilia String Quartet (CSQ) formed while students at the 
University of Toronto. They soon won acclaim for their ‘extraordinary 
commitment and maturity’ (Montreal Gazette). Prizewinners at 
international string quartet competitions in both Osaka (2008) 
and Bordeaux (2010) and winners of a Galaxie Rising Stars 
Award in Canada, the CSQ went on to capture the First Prize at 
the BISQC. “With a stunning spirit of creativity that consistently 
celebrated risk-taking and discovery, the Cecilia Quartet impressed 
the distinguished jury above all others,” said the competition's 
Executive Director, Barry Shiftman, when announcing the winners. 

The CSQ now perform for leading presenters in Canada, the 
United States, and Europe. They are also Ensemble-in-Residence at 
the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Music, a position that has been 
made possible by a generous gift from BMO Financial Group. Their 
concert recordings have been broadcast on more than a dozen 
international public radio networks, including Australia, Canada 
(CBC/SRC), and Germany. In addition to performing, they have a 
four-CD contract with ANALEKTA. The first recording of music by 
Dvorak was released in March 2012. The second recording of music 
by Janacek, Berg, and Webern, was released in March 2013. 

Highly committed to teaching and outreach, the CSQ have held 
teaching duties at Austin Chamber Music Festival (Texas), San Diego 
State University (California), McGill University (Quebec), QuartetFest 
at Wilfrid Laurier University (Ontario), Summer String Academy at 
Indiana University and were recent Quartet Fellows at the Glenn 
Gould School of the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto. They 
have presented educational programs for elementary and high 
schools across Canada, the USA, Italy, and France. The CSQ actively 
seek to develop new audiences and their presentations have taken 
them to venues as varied as the Monarch School for Homeless 
Youth (San Diego) and the SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory 
(Stanford). 

The quartet enjoys developing innovative programming. In 
2009 they created BLiM (Breathing Life into Music), a month-long 
residency in France in collaboration with ProQuartet and the Centres 
culturels de rencontre (Cultural Centres - Historic Monuments) 
association in France and Europe (ACCR). In 2010, they collaborated 
with the Afiara String Quartet in premiering and recording 
compositions by eight composers of the Common Sense Composers 
Collective at The Banff Centre. In 2011, they collaborated with actor 
and director Alon Nashman in the multimedia production The S now 
Queen. 


Celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2013, Gryphon Trio has 
impressed international audiences and the press with its highly 
refined, dynamic performances and has firmly established itself as 
one of the world’s preeminent piano trios. With a repertoire that 
ranges from the traditional to the contemporary and from European 
classicism to modern-day multimedia, the Gryphons are committed 
to redefining chamber music for the 21st century. 

The ensemble-in-residence at Music Toronto for twelve years, 
Gryphon Trio tours extensively throughout North America and 
Europe. The 2013-14 season has the Gryphons performing at 
major series in Boston, St. Paul, and Athens, GA. It also features 
collaborative performances with the sensational bass-baritone 
Robert Pomakov. During the 2012-13 season, the Trio performed on 
the influential chamber music series in Houston and Detroit, and at 
(le) Poisson Rouge in New York City. 

Strongly dedicated to pushing the boundaries of chamber 
music, the Trio has commissioned and premiered over fifty new 
works from established and emerging composers around the 
world, and has collaborated on special projects with clarinetist 
James Campbell, actor Colin Fox, choreographer David Earle, and 
a host of jazz luminaries at Lula Lounge, Toronto’s leading venue 
for jazz and world music. Their most ambitious undertaking to date 
is a groundbreaking multimedia production of composer Christos 
Hatzis's epic work Constantinople , scored for mezzo-soprano, 
Middle-Eastern singer, violin, cello, piano, and electronic audiovisual 
media, which they have brought to audiences across North America 
and at the Royal Opera House in London. 

Deeply committed to the education of the next generations of 
audiences and performers alike, the Gryphons take time out of their 
busy touring schedule to conduct master classes and workshops 
at universities and conservatories across North America, and are 
Artists-in-Residence at the University of Toronto's Faculty of Music. 
The Trio’s educational initiatives include a series of in-depth lecture 
performances with composer Gary Kulesha that examine the art of 
chamber music through the centuries, and the Young Composers 
Program at Toronto’s Claude Watson Arts High School. 

In 2011 the group launched its flagship educational project 
Listen Up!, created by the Trio in collaboration with composer 
Andrew Staniland and music educator Rob Kapilow from What 
Makes it Great? Listen Up! involves entire schools in the creation 
of a new work for choir and piano trio. Students compose poetry 
and music over the course of a school year, and this experience 
culminates in a joint performance by Gryphon Trio and the school 
choir. The much-publicized project began in Ontario and has 
traveled across Canada. 

The Trio’s celebrated recordings on the Analekta label are an 
encyclopedia of works by Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, 
Mendelssohn, Dvorak, Lalo, Shostakovich, and Piazzolla. Their 
groundbreaking 2004 release, Canadian Premieres, featured new 
works by leading Canadian composers and was acknowledged with 
a coveted Juno Award from the Canadian Academy of Recording 
Arts and Sciences. Their 2011 Beethoven recording also received 
a Juno Award, and was followed by the release of Broken Hearts 
and Madmen, a collaboration with soprano Patricia O’Callaghan 
featuring songs by Leonard Cohen, Nick Drake, and Laurie 
Anderson, alongside traditional melodies from Mexico, Argentina, 
and Chile. 

Gryphon cellist Roman Borys is entering his seventh year as 
Artistic Director of the Ottawa International Chamber Music Festival 
(Chamberfest), where the Gryphons have been a mainstay since the 
Festival's inception in 1994. Annalee Patipatanakoon and Jamie 
Parker serve as the festival's Artistic Advisors. 



